Oceanography 155 Lecture Syllabus

GEOLOGY 155
INSTRUCTOR:  SONJIA M. LEYVA

OCEANOGRAPHY Lecture (12476,SEC 1)
OFFICE:  222 PHYSICAL SCIENCE BLDG.

LAB:  M & W.  11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 
OFFICE HOURS: T. & W. 1:00-3:00

ROOM: PS-158





   OFFICE TELEPHONE:  323-343-2477
WEBPAGE:  www.geophile.net/CSULA


   EMAIL:  SLEYVA@CALSTATELA.EDU
Text & Materials:

ESSENTIALS OF OCEANOGRAPHY, 2nd EDITION by Tom Garrison, in addition to handouts.

Description:

Geology 155 is an introductory oceanography course designed to provide students with the knowledge of some of the basic fundamentals and concepts of oceanography.   With this basic knowledge students can further develop any interest they might have in oceanography.  Evolution of the ocean basins, properties of ocean waters, ocean circulation, and the origin and types of waves are some of the subjects to be covered in the course.   Chemistry and physics are not a requirement for this course.

In addition to the required text and lecture notes, films, and, when appropriate, newspaper articles will be used to augment lectures.  Students will be responsible for the material covered in lectures, assigned readings, films, and newspaper articles.  

Class Attendance:

Students are expected to attend each laboratory period and to arrive on time.  The laboratory period will start with a brief discussion on the techniques and concepts needed for the day’s laboratory assignment.  Since it will not be possible to go over these materials more than once during the laboratory period, it is necessary for students to arrive on time.  It will be difficult to make up missed laboratory periods.  However, if you miss a laboratory period of valid reasons (illness), it will up to you to make arrangements to complete the lab exercise
Requirements:

EXAMS – A midterm and a final exam are scheduled; in addition to two to four pop quizzes.  These tests will be based upon the lectures and the reading assignments in the text.  The exams and quizzes will be taken without cooperation between students.  

READINGS – Students are expected to read the assigned chapters prior to each class period 

Grading:

Two quizzes, chapter questions, and a final exam are scheduled for the course.  The final exam is comprehensive, i.e. covers all material reviewed in the course.  The points scored on the exams will be totaled and a percent of total class points calculated.  A class grade will be assigned to each student, according to his/her performance on the exams and according to the following grading system  A=>85%; B= 75-85%, C = 65-75%, D = 55-65%, F= <55%.  I will use the +/- grading system.  Make-up exams will be available only to those students who have valid excuses, such as death in the family, extreme illness, etc.  Make-up exams will be composed of essay questions.  Your grades will be available on the class website, www.geophile.net/CSULA.

YOUR LECTURE GRADE IS WORTH THREE QUARTERS (75%) AND YOUR LAB GRADE IS WORTH ONE QUARTER (25%) OF YOUR OVERALL OCEANOGRAPHY GRADE.

Oceanography 155 Lecture Course Schedule
	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	READING

	APRIL 3
	INTRODUCTION
	CH 1, pp. 1-24

	APRIL 7
	EXPLORING THE OCEANS
	CH 2, pp. 25 - 37

	APRIL 9
	PLATE TECTONICS
	CH 3, pp. 38 - 59

	APRIL 14
	PLATE TECTONICS
	CH 3, pp. 38 - 59

	APRIL 16
	NATURE OF SEA FLOOR
	CH 4, pp. 60 - 82

	APRIL 21
	SEDIMENTS
	CH 5, pp. 83 - 100

	APRIL 23
	Quiz #1 / SALTS & GASES
	CH 6, pp. 101 - 123

	APRIL 28
	SALTS & GASES
	CH 6, pp. 101 - 123

	APRIL 30
	PROPERTIES OF WATER
	CH 6, pp. 101 - 123

	MAY 05
	PROPERTIES OF WATER
	CH 6, pp. 101 - 123

	MAY 07
	LAYERING IN OCEANS
	CH 7, pp. 124 - 142

	MAY 12
	LAYERING IN OCEANS
	CH 7, pp. 124 - 142

	MAY 14
	WINDS AND CURRENTS
	CH 8, pp. 143 - 163

	MAY 19
	WINDS AND CURRENTS
	CH 8, pp. 143 - 163

	MAY 21
	Quiz #2 / WAVES
	CH 9, pp. 164 - 183

	MAY 26
	MEMORIAL DAY – CAMPUS CLOSED!
	

	MAY 28
	WAVES
	CH 9, pp. 164 - 183

	JUNE 02
	TIDES
	CH 10, pp. 184 - 200

	JUNE 04
	BEACHES
	CH 11, pp. 201 - 225

	JUNE 09
	BEACHES
	CH 11, pp. 201 - 225

	JUNE 13
	FINAL EXAM!  10:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
	


Note:  April 6th - Daylight Saving Begins
Important Policies:

Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing a quiz.  The make-up will be an essay exam given after the last class on JUNE 13.  Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero.

University policy allows a grade of incomplete to be given only to those who have been sick, injured, or have a similar valid excuse.  Incompletes will not be given after poor performance in the course. 

If you are repeating any Cal State L.A. course in order to remove a D or an F from your transcript, you must file an academic renewal petition in Administration 101 no later than the last day to add a class.  Instructions for doing this may be found under "Academic Renewal" in your Schedule of Classes.

Avoid the hassles.  Take the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) after you have completed your English Composition and prior to the completion of 135 units in order to avoid a registration hold.  The dates for the WPE are published in the Schedule of Classes.  Enroll by registering in UNIV 400 and paying the $15 exam fee.  Do it now!!!
