Geology 150 Lab Syllabus

GEOLOGY 150
INSTRUCTOR:  SONJIA M. LEYVA

General Geology Lab (12388,SEC 7)
OFFICE:  222 PHYSICAL SCIENCE BLDG.

LAB:  THURS. 11:15AM - 1:45PM
OFFICE HOURS: T. & Th. 2:00-3:00

ROOM: PS-210  




   OFFICE TELEPHONE:  323-343-2477

WEBPAGE:  www.geophile.net/CSULA


   EMAIL:  SLEYVA@CALSTATELA.EDU

Text & Materials:

Earth Lab:  Exploring the Earth Sciences by Owen, Pirie and Draper, in addition to handouts.  Please bring color pencils and a ruler (combination metric/standard scale) to each class session.

Description:

This general geology laboratory is an introduction to minerals, rocks, maps and plate tectonics.  Minerals are the basic building blocks of rocks and to geologists rocks are the keys to understanding Earth’s history and the rock-forming processes that operate within the Earth and on its surface.  Maps are used by geologists to plot data and to examine the patterns of rock on the surface of the earth.  At the end of this course students should be able to identify major rock types and minerals, and the students will also be able to work with topographic maps and interpret geologic maps.

Class Attendance:

Students are expected to attend each laboratory period and to arrive on time.  The laboratory period will start with a brief discussion on the techniques and concepts needed for the day’s laboratory assignment.  Since it will not be possible to go over these materials more than once during the laboratory period, it is necessary for students to arrive on time.  It will be difficult to make up missed laboratory periods.  However, if you miss a laboratory period of valid reasons (illness), it will up to you to make arrangements to complete the lab exercise.  Missed labs must be made up within two weeks or a grade of 0 (zero) will be given for the lab.

Requirements:

LABS - A new laboratory assignment will be given for each laboratory period.  The assignments will be due the following week at the beginning of class.  Students are encouraged to work together in completing the laboratory work.  However, each student should be sure to understand the techniques and concepts involved because midterm and final exam test problems will be very similar to laboratory problems.  An incomplete lab will result in the deduction of 10 points from the student's total class points.  Labs will be reviewed in class and they must be completed by the assigned time.  

EXAMS - Two equally weighted exams are scheduled.  The exams will be taken without cooperation between students. 

Grading:

Total possible class points will come from the quizzes, field trip attendance, and lab assignments.  The points scored on each exam and on the labs will be totaled and a percent determined for each student.  A class grade will be assigned according to the following scale: A= >85%; B = 75-85%; C= 75-65% D= 65-55%; F=< 55%. 

YOUR LAB GRADE IS WORTH QNE QUARTER (25%) AND YOUR LECTURE GRADE IS WORTH THREE QUARTERS (75%) OF YOUR OVERALL GENERAL GEOLOGY GRADE.

General Geology 150 Lab

Course Schedule

NOTE:  Some of the exercises and questions refer to a CD-ROM.  WE WILL NOT BE USING ANY CD-ROMS IN THIS CLASS!!!!!!!!!  You should be able to answer the questions by using your textbook and from what we cover in the lecture portion of the class.

	DATE


	LAB TOPIC


	READING ASSIGNMENT



	JAN 09
	Introduction to Minerals and Rocks
	LAB 2, pgs 29 – 44

Questions 1 - 3, 14

	JAN 16
	Mineral Identification
	LAB 3, pgs 45 – 58

15 and 16 (you don’t need to work in a group)

	JAN 23
	Igneous Rock Identification
	LAB 4, pgs 59 – 74

Questions 8 – 11, 13 -15

	JAN 30
	Sedimentary Rock Identification
	LAB 5, pgs 75 – 98

Question 10, 14, 21 – 23

	FEB 06
	Metamorphic Rock Identification
	LAB 6, pgs 99 – 118

Questions 1- 4, 17, 18

	FEB 13
	Midterm Mineral and Rock Identification
	

	FEB 20
	Topographic maps
	Lab 1, pgs 5 – 28, Questions 2, 3, 13 – 16

LAB 11, pgs 215 – 228, Questions 22 - 29

	FEB 27
	Rock Masses and Geologic Maps
	LAB 7, pgs 119 – 144
Questions 1, 3 – 7, 22 – 25, 29

	MAR 06
	Plate tectonics
	LAB 9, pgs 169 – 194

Questions 1, 11 – 18, 20, 22, 23, 44 – 46

	MAR 13
	Earthquakes and Seismology
	LAB 10, pgs 195 – 214

Questions 8 – 10, 19, 20

	MAR 20
	FINAL EXAM!  10:45 AM – 1:15 PM
	


Important Policies:

Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing a quiz.  The make-up will be an essay exam given after the last class on MARCH 13.  Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero.

University policy allows a grade of incomplete to be given only to those who have been sick, injured, or have a similar valid excuse.  Incompletes will not be given after poor performance in the course. 

If you are repeating any Cal State L.A. course in order to remove a D or an F from your transcript, you must file an academic renewal petition in Administration 101 no later than the last day to add a class.  Instructions for doing this may be found under "Academic Renewal" in your Schedule of Classes.

Avoid the hassles.  Take the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) after you have completed your English Composition and prior to the completion of 135 units in order to avoid a registration hold.  The dates for the WPE are published in the Schedule of Classes.  Enroll by registering in UNIV 400 and paying the $15 exam fee.  Do it now!!!

IMPORTANT DATES

January 13, 2003 – No record drop deadline

January 14, 2003 – “W” drop period begins

January 21, 2003 – Add deadline

January 23, 2003 – Deadline for reinstatement of Fall 2002 disqualified students currently enrolled

