GEOLOGY 351 – Environmental Geology of Developing Nations
Summer Quarter 2004 (14318,SEC 1)
INSTRUCTOR:  SONJIA M. LEYVA

LEC:  S 9:00AM 12:50PM
OFFICE:  PS 221, 323-343-2149
ROOM: PS-158  
OFFICE HOURS:  S. 1:00-1:30
WEBPAGE:  www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva

EMAIL:  SLEYVA@CALSTATELA.EDU

TEXT & MATERIALS:  There is no text for this class.  Instead, you will be responsible for reading articles dealing with current events, in addition to handouts & videos.  Several In-Class-Discussions may be given throughout the quarter covering topics discussed in the lecture or the required reading.
	
	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC

	Week 1
	JUNE 26
	Introduction

	
	
	Structure of the Earth
Video: Earth Revealed #3 - Earth's Interior

	Week 2
	JULY 03
	Plate Tectonics

	
	
	Earthquakes – Introduction
Video: Earth Revealed #9 - Earthquakes

	Week 3
	JULY 10
	Earthquake Hazards – Latin America

	
	
	Earthquake Hazards – Middle East & Asia

	Week 4
	JULY 17
	Exam #1

	
	
	Volcanoes – Introduction
Video: Earth Revealed #13 - Volcanism

	Week 5
	JULY 24
	Volcanic Hazards – Central America

	
	
	Volcanic Hazards – Other World Volcanoes

	Week 6
	JULY 31
	Landslides – Introduction
Video: Earth Revealed #16 – Mass Wasting

	
	
	Landslides – Latin America 

	Week 7
	AUGUST 07
	Surface & Groundwater - Introduction

	
	
	Surface & Groundwater Pollution In Developing Nations

	Week 8
	AUGUST 14
	Exam #2
last day to turn in Earthquake Kits

	
	
	Sever Weather/Flooding/Hurricanes

	Week 9
	AUGUST 21
	Dams

	
	
	Dams

	Week 10
	AUGUST 28
	Mining – Introduction

	
	
	Mining Environmental Issues

Last day to turn in extra credit

	FINALS!
	SEPTEMBER 4
	Exam #3 -  8:00 - 10:30 A.M.


REQUIREMENTS

Exams - Three equally weighted exams are scheduled for the course: two midterms and one final. Each exam counts 50 points. Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing an exam. The make-up will be given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself, but must be arranged prior to the initial exam. Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero. In addition, the exam question sheet must be returned to me after the exam and after the exam review. Failure to do so will result in a ten (10)-point reduction in the student's grade for that exam. Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html. 

Research Project – The University requires students in General Education classes to demonstrate proficiency in writing, critical thinking, and oral presentation. Therefore, each student will be expected to present a research project on current issues in the field of environmental geology in developing nations.  The presentation may be in the form of a PowerPoint presentation or an oral speech. In addition, the student will be expected to hand in a written summary of their project.  This project is worth 50 points. 

Internet Access - Internet access is suggested for this class because much of the course content will be posted on the class web site, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva. Access at home or work is fine as long as you can view the web pages regularly and have a reasonably fast connection. If you don't have access at home or work, you can get free access through an account here at Cal State LA. To get a computer account at Cal State LA, go to the Academic Technology Support (ATS) Office in (basement) King Hall D140. You will need identification and proof of registration. 

METHODS OF EVALUATION - Total possible class points will come from three equally weighted exams, one research project, and class participation

· Exams - 60 % (3 tests @ 50 points each) 

· Projects and Presentation - 20 % (50 points)

· In-class-discussions and contributions to the class - 20 % (50 points)

You may do up to 20 points of extra credit work to raise you total points earned.  All extra credit is due the last day of class – not the day of the final!  Your grade is based on your percentage score out of 250 points: A= >85%; B = 75-85%; C= 75-65% D= 65-55%; F=< 55%. Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html.  

IMPORTANT POLICIES 
1. Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing a quiz.  The make-up will be given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself.  Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero.

2. University policy allows a grade of incomplete to be given only to those who have been sick, injured, or have a similar valid excuse.  Incompletes will not be given after poor performance in the course. 

3. If you are repeating any Cal State L.A. course in order to remove a D or an F from your transcript, you must file an academic renewal petition in Administration 101 no later than the last day to add a class.  Instructions for doing this may be found under "Academic Renewal" in your Schedule of Classes.

4. University policy requires that all students shall be graded in exactly the same fashion.  What does this mean?  You may not ask for extra assignments or to repeat an exam to improve your grade, or additional assignments after the course is completed.

5. The University has a clearly defined policy on Academic Honesty.  This policy will be enforced in this class.  Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated.   Students caught plagiarizing and/or cheating will be subject to the consequences and set forth in the University Catalog, Appendix D - Academic Honesty.  You can access it online at: http://catalog.calstatela.edu
6. Want to get a good grade?  Here’s how:  (1) attend every class, (2) take notes and review them after class and before exams, (3) read the textbook assignments (4) ask questions.   You are responsible for studying.

7. Avoid the hassles.  Take the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) after you have completed your English Composition and prior to the completion of 135 units in order to avoid a registration hold.  The dates for the WPE are published in the Schedule of Classes.  Enroll by registering in UNIV 400 and paying the $15 exam fee.  Do it now!!!
Research Project – 50 points
Research is a very important tool to a scientist.  Choose any one of the topics listed in the class syllabus, or, one of your choosing BUT you must check with me prior to doing any research on it.  Then, summarize your findings in a 10 – 15 minute presentation before the class on August 28th.  Provide your opinion or analysis.  Sources for your research can include articles published papers in scientific journals and published monographs, not Internet articles. Please check with me if you find an Internet site that you think might be worthy.  Do not assume that your choice will be acceptable.  

In addition, you will need to prepare a written summary of their presentation.  The body of the paper should be typed using a 10 or 12-point font similar to Times New Roman or Arial, 1.5 line spacing, and be 2 –3 pages in length.  You will need to include a bibliography that contains at least 3 different sources; you may not use my lectures as one of your sources.  If you do not know how to create a bibliography, see the staff at the library.  It’s worth 1/5th of your grade and will hurt your score if you fail to do it or fail to do it properly.

Points will be awarded as follows:

	Presentation / Seminar (30 points total)
	

	     Relevance of topic to class
	10 points

	     Quality of Presentation (knowledge of subject, professionalism, etc.)
	10 points

	     Length of Presentation (too long, too short, etc)
	10 points

	
	

	Written Summary (20 points total)
	

	Title page with title of paper, your name, course name & number, date
	1 points

	Body of report
	

	     Introduction
	2 points

	     Summary of Research
	5 points

	     Conclusions
	2 points

	Bibliography
	5 points

	Neatness, grammar, spelling, overall presentation
	5 points

	Total Points
	50 points


FINAL COMMENTS:  Do not leave this project until the day before it is due.  You will need to be searching the library and the Internet long before the due date.  This project will provide you with valuable skills for later in life; do not make a last minute job of it.

1. Use a presentation and/or word processing program (your favorite) to get a professional look

2. Don’t be afraid to use a dictionary or thesaurus!

3. If you don’t know how to create a bibliography, learn.  The library staff can help you.

4. Spell Check!
5. Have someone (friend, spouse, me) proofread it.

6. Include photos, maps, etc. if you like.  They are not necessary but can help to illustrate points.

7. You may submit the report to me for a review PRIOR to officially turning it in.

8. Report covers are NOT ACCEPTABLE.  Stapling the report together is (no loose pages!)

DO NOT PLAGARIZE OR CHEAT.  Students caught plagiarizing and/or cheating will be subject to the consequences and set forth in the University Catalog, Appendix D - Academic Honesty.  You can access it online at: http://catalog.calstatela.edu 

