GEOLOGY 150 – Earth Revealed Lab
Winter Quarter 2006 (11686, SEC 5)
INSTRUCTOR:  SONJIA M. LEYVA

LAB:  M. 5:45 – 7:35 PM
OFFICE:  PS 221, 323-343-2149
ROOM: PS-215
OFFICE HOURS: M. 5:00 – 5:40 PM
WEBPAGE:  www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva

EMAIL:  SLEYVA@CALSTATELA.EDU

[image: image1.png]PEANUTS

L] wted Featore Syndicate i

—
WHO KNOWS? BUT AT LEAST -
IT'S BETTER THAN SITTING

{OU MEAN
WE WEREN'T
SUPPOSED
TO BRINE
OUR DESKS?




Text & Materials:

1. Geology 150 Laboratory complied by Sonjia Leyva, available in the bookstore.  Or, you may download them BEFORE THE START OR EACH CLASS SESSION at www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva.  

2. Color pencils (not crayons or markers)

3. Ruler (combination metric/standard scale) 

4. Calculator (not the one on your cell phone)

	WEEK
	DATE
	LAB TOPIC
	DATE LAB DUE

	1
	1/02
	New Year’s Day (observed)  – Campus Closed
	

	2
	1/09
	Mineral Identification Sets #1 & #2
	1/16

	3
	1/16
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day (observed)  – Campus Closed
	

	4
	1/23
	Igneous Rock Identification
	1/30

	4
	1/27
	Field Trip from 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
	1/30

	5
	1/30
	Sedimentary Rock Identification
	2/06

	6
	2/06
	Metamorphic Rock Identification
	2/13

	7
	2/13
	MIDTERM MINERAL AND ROCK IDENTIFICATION
	

	8
	2/20
	Topographic Maps
	2/27

	9
	2/27
	Seismology
	3/06

	10
	3/06
	FINAL EXAM!  
	


REQUIREMENTS

Class Attendance – Students are expected to attend each laboratory period and to arrive on time.  The laboratory period will start with a brief discussion on the techniques and concepts needed for the day’s laboratory assignment.  Since it will not be possible to go over these materials more than once during the laboratory period, it is necessary for students to arrive on time.  It will be difficult to make up missed laboratory periods.  However, if you miss a laboratory period of valid reasons (illness), it will up to you to make arrangements to complete the lab exercise.

Lab Reports (10 to 15 points per lab) – Students will participate in a variety of laboratory experiments/exercises designed to introduce you to various aspects of Geology.  The assignments will be due the following week at the beginning of class. Students are encouraged to work together in completing the laboratory work. However, each student should be sure to understand the techniques and concepts involved because midterm and final exam test problems will be very similar to laboratory problems. Labs are due the following week.  Late submissions will not be accepted.

Exams (50 points each) – There are two equally weighted exams:  one midterm and one final. Each exam counts 50 points.  Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing an exam. The make-up will be given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself, but must be arranged prior to the initial exam. Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero. In addition, the exam question sheet must be returned to me after the exam and after the exam review. Failure to do so will result in a ten (10)-point reduction in the student's grade for that exam. Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html.

Field Trip (100 points) – If your lab is scheduled to have a field trip, attending the field trip is an absolute requirement. What we learn in class is geared to what we will observe during the field trip. Missing the field trip will result in you failing the course. The University charges a fee of $10 for field trips that require transportation. This fee will cover the cost of transportation only. Meals, for example, are not included. You must pay this fee at the Cashier's office. In addition, students are required to complete and sign a waiver before attending the field trip. The waiver and a copy of your paid fee is required prior to the trip
METHODS OF EVALUATION 

Total possible class points will come from the following assignments: 

	
	
	Points possible
	Total Points Possible
	% of grade

	Activity
	Lab reports
	16 to 20 points per lab
	100
	33%

	
	Field Trip
	100 points
	100
	33%

	
	Exams
	50 points each
	100
	34%

	
	300
	100%


	Grade
	Total Points
	Points applied to lecture grade  (100% = 25 points)

	A = >90%
	>270 points
	22.5 - 25.0 points

	B = 80-89%
	240.0 – 269.9 points
	20.0 - 22.5 points

	C = 70-79%
	210.0 – 239.9 points
	17.5 - 20.0 points

	D = 60-69%
	180.0 – 209.9 points
	15.0 - 17.5 points

	F =< 60% 
	<180 points
	< 15 points


You may do up to 10 points of extra credit work to raise your total points earned.  All extra credit with the exception of the EQ kit is due the last day of class - not the day of the final!  Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html.   

YOUR LAB GRADE IS WORTH ONE QUARTER (25%) AND YOUR LECTURE GRADE IS WORTH THREE QUARTERS (75%) OF YOUR OVERALL GENERAL GEOLOGY GRADE.

Want to get a good grade?  Here’s how:  

1. Attend every class.

2. Take notes and review them after class and before exams.

3. Read your textbook.

1. Ask questions.   You are responsible for studying.
UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT POLICIES 
1. Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing a quiz.  The make-up will given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself.  Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero.

2. University policy allows a grade of incomplete to be given only to those who have been sick, injured, or have a similar valid excuse.  Incompletes will not be given after poor performance in the course. 

3. If you are repeating any Cal State L.A. course in order to remove a D or an F from your transcript, you must file an academic renewal petition in Administration 101 no later than the last day to add a class.  Instructions for doing this may be found under "Academic Renewal" in your Schedule of Classes.

4. University policy requires that all students shall be graded in exactly the same fashion.  What does this mean?  You may not ask for extra assignments or to repeat an exam to improve your grade, or additional assignments after the course is completed.

5. The University has a clearly defined policy on Academic Honesty.  This policy will be enforced in this class.  Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated.   Students caught plagiarizing and/or cheating will be subject to the consequences and set forth in the University Catalog, Appendix D - Academic Honesty.  You can access it online at: http://catalog.calstatela.edu
6. Avoid the hassles.  Take the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) after you have completed your English Composition and prior to the completion of 135 units in order to avoid a registration hold.  The dates for the WPE are published in the Schedule of Classes.  Enroll by registering in UNIV 400 and paying the $15 exam fee.  Do it now!!!

