GEOLOGY 158 – Natural Disasters
Winter Quarter 2006 (13164, SEC 3)
INSTRUCTOR:  SONJIA M. LEYVA

LEC:  S 8:30 – 11:30 AM
OFFICE:  PS 221, 323-343-2149
ROOM: PS-158 
OFFICE HOURS:  S 8:00 – 8:30 AM
WEBPAGE:  www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva

EMAIL:  SLEYVA@CALSTATELA.EDU

OBJECTIVES:  This exciting course reviews the causes, characteristics, and case histories of the natural disasters that have plagued human history. Topics include earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, landslides, storms, floods, giant sea waves, meteor impacts, climate changes, and mass extinctions. Suggestions are made for avoiding geologic hazards. Lectures are illustrated with photos that demonstrate the severity of natural disasters. Students are introduced to Internet websites that enable them to pursue any topic in greater detail in order to more fully evaluate and prepare for natural events.

TEXT & MATERIALS:  Natural Hazards and Disasters, 1st Edition by Donald Hyndman & David Hyndman.  

	WEEK
	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	CHAPTER

	1
	1/07
	Introduction 
	1

	
	
	Structure of the Earth & Plate Tectonics
	2

	2
	1/14
	Earthquakes 
	3 & 4

	3
	1/21
	Volcanoes
	6 & 7

	4
	1/28
	Exam #1
Science Statement Due
	–

	
	
	Video:  Tsunami:  The Wave that Shook the World
	5

	5
	2/04
	Mass Wasting
	8 & 9

	6
	2/11
	Flooding
	11 & 12

	7
	2/18
	Coastal Erosion
	13

	8
	2/25
	Exam #2
	–

	
	
	Fire
Last day to turn in EQ Kits
	16

	9
	3/04
	Severe Weather
	14 & 15

	10
	3/11
	Impact of Asteroids and Comets
	17

	
	
	Climate Change
last day to turn in extra credit
	10

	11
	3/18
	FINAL EXAM!  10:45 AM – 1:15 PM
	–


REQUIREMENTS

Exams (150 points) – Three equally weighted exams are scheduled for the course: two midterms and one final. Each exam counts 50 points. Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing an exam. The make-up will be given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself, but must be arranged prior to the initial exam. Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero. In addition, the exam question sheet must be returned to me after the exam and after the exam review. Failure to do so will result in a ten (10)-point reduction in the student's grade for that exam. Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html. 

Essay Paper (50 points) – As students, our views, comfort zones, and preferred subjects affect the way and manner in which we learn. Please reflect on your experiences with science - both as a child and as an adult - and provide your present perspective on how science currently affects your life. To what extent do you utilize science in your daily life? How comfortable are you with science? How does science relate to your chosen field of study? How does science - and, in particular, this class, relate to your chosen field of study? Late submissions will not be accepted.

Student Participation – Your thoughts and opinions are important.  As such, you should plan on bringing your questions, comments, and opinions to each and every class session and be prepared to discuss the topic of the evening.  Attendance will be taken at every class meeting.

Internet Access - Internet access is suggested for this class because much of the course content will be posted on the class web site, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva. Access at home or work is fine as long as you can view the web pages regularly and have a reasonably fast connection. If you don't have access at home or work, you can get free access through an account here at Cal State LA. To get a computer account at Cal State LA, go to the Academic Technology Support (ATS) Office in (basement) King Hall D140. You will need identification and proof of registration. 

METHODS OF EVALUATION 

Total possible class points will come from the following assignments:

	
	Points possible
	Total Points Possible
	% of grade

	Exams 
	3 tests @ 50 points each
	150
	75

	Essay paper
	50 points
	50
	25

	
	200
	100%


	You may do up to 10 points of extra credit work to raise your total points earned.  All extra credit is due the last day of class – not the day of the final!  Your grade is based on your percentage score out of 200 points: 


	A = >90%
	>180 points

	
	B = 80-89%
	160.0 – 179.9 points

	
	C = 70-79%
	140.0 – 159.9 points

	
	D = 60-69%
	120.0 – 139.9 points

	
	F =< 60% 
	<120 points


Your grades will be available on the class website, www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sleyva/grades/index.html.   

Want to get a good grade?  Here’s how:  

1. Attend every class.

2. Take notes and review them after class and before exams.

3. Read your textbook.

4. Ask questions.   You are responsible for studying.
UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT POLICIES 
1. Make-up exams will be given only to those who can verify a valid excuse for missing a quiz.  The make-up will be given at a time that is mutually agreeable to both the student and myself.  Failure to take the make-up will result in the missed exam counting in as a zero.

2. University policy allows a grade of incomplete to be given only to those who have been sick, injured, or have a similar valid excuse.  Incompletes will not be given after poor performance in the course. 

3. If you are repeating any Cal State L.A. course in order to remove a D or an F from your transcript, you must file an academic renewal petition in Administration 101 no later than the last day to add a class.  Instructions for doing this may be found under "Academic Renewal" in your Schedule of Classes.

4. University policy requires that all students shall be graded in exactly the same fashion.  What does this mean?  You may not ask for extra assignments or to repeat an exam to improve your grade, or additional assignments after the course is completed.

5. The University has a clearly defined policy on Academic Honesty.  This policy will be enforced in this class.  Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated.   Students caught plagiarizing and/or cheating will be subject to the consequences and set forth in the University Catalog, Appendix D - Academic Honesty.  You can access it online at: http://catalog.calstatela.edu
6. Avoid the hassles.  Take the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) after you have completed your English Composition and prior to the completion of 135 units in order to avoid a registration hold.  The dates for the WPE are published in the Schedule of Classes.  Enroll by registering in UNIV 400 and paying the $15 exam fee.  Do it now!!!

Essay Paper

(50 points possible)

As students, our views, comfort zones, and preferred subjects affect the way and manner in which we learn.  Please reflect on your experiences with science – both as a child and as an adult – and provide your present perspective on how science currently affects your life in correct essay format.  To what extent do you utilize science in your daily life?  How comfortable are you with science?  How does science – and, in particular, this class – relate to your chosen field of study?  Paper is due on 1/28/06.   Late submissions will not be accepted.

	1) Format and Layout: (10 points)
	Points Awarded

	· Typing and margin instructions followed (3 points)
	

	· 10 to 12 point Arial or Times Roman (or similar) font 
	

	· 1 ½ line spacing 
	

	· 1” margins on all sides 
	

	· Format

	· Introduction (1 points)
	

	· Body of Paper (4 point)
	

	· Conclusion (1 point)
	

	· Length (2 pages) (1 point)
	

	

	

	2) Science Statement: (20 points) 

	· Understanding of assignment (4 points)
	

	· Appropriate discussion of experiences (8 points)
	

	· Addressed questions posed above (8 points)
	

	

	

	3) Narrative and Writing Style: (20 points)

	· Connection of thoughts / Transitions (4 points)
	

	· Verb & subject agreement (4 points)
	

	· Grammar / spelling (4 points)
	

	· Punctuation / Run on sentences / Sentence fragments (4 points)
	

	· Development of ideas (4 points)
	

	

	TOTAL SCORE: 
	 / 50 points


